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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

Love and Wishes!

On the 13th November 1952, during the reign of the Pope

Pious XII, the Congregation of the Propaganda Fide

promulgated the Papal Bull, ‘Ex Primaevae Ecclesiae’. The

degree dismembered the diocese of Mylapore and the

archdiocese of Madras and constituted three Ecclesiastical

units as follows: Archdiocese of Madras-Mylapore, Diocese

of Vellore, and Diocese of Thanjavur. Priests working in

the various dioceses on the day of the bull was issued,

remained incardinated to that Diocese.

We will begin 60th year of the creation of our diocese on 13

November 2011. I am very happy to inform you that this

great historical event will be celebrated as the Diamond
Jubilee of our diocese.

We look at the past and see the wonders God has done

through his son Jesus and our diocesan patroness Mary

Help of Christians for the people of the Diocese of Vellore.

The proclamation of the word of God and development works

have shaped the lives of the people of our diocese through
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the pastoral care of the late Bishops Mariaselvam, David

Marianayagam, Antony Muthu and former Bishops Michael

Augustine, and Malayappan Chinnappa.

We gratefully remember all the missionaries who worked

with God and God with them, and who persevered -

preaching the word, administering the Sacraments,

attending to the sick, promoting education and welfare of

the people. We can never forget the missionary efforts of

Society of Jesus, Mill Hill Fathers, and Foreign Missionary

Society of Paris who sowed seeds of Faith and a laid

foundation for a future diocese. Dedicated services of

Diocesan Priests and collaboration of various religious

congregations, catechists, teachers and lay people have

played a vital role in the journey of our diocese.

Salesians of Don Bosco to whom the diocese was entrusted

have built up the diocese and will always be in our hearts

for the sacrifice and love towards the people our diocese. 

It is so fitting that the relic of Don Bosco will be in our

diocese in the first week of November when we begin the

Diamond Jubilee of the diocese. Let us welcome and honour

the relic and it will be our way of conveying our

gratefulness to Don Bosco for the services of his sons and

daughters in this soil.

I have appointed a committee to plan various programmes

for a meaningful Jubilee celebration in the coming year. 

I request all the parish priests to offer 13th November

Sunday mass thanking the Lord for all that He has done

for the diocese. We will recite a common diamond Jubilee

thanksgiving prayer in all the parishes and institutions

from the first week of Advent.
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 ”Always be thankful”, “Sing to God with thankful hearts …

Give thanks to the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

says St. Paul (Col 3:12-17). Let us thank God for all that

the Diocese is experiencing today and for all the events

which will be celebrated at various times in the Jubilee

Year with two priorities: Spiritual Renewal and

Commitment to the Poor. It very well coincides that all

the diocesan priests will begin their annual retreat on

same day the diocese came into existence.

At end of this liturgical year, we will celebrate the Feast

of Christ the King, a feast on which we celebrate God’s

Kingdom – God’s Rule.  Jesus’ Kingdom is not about power,

or royal attendants, or all those things we think of when

thinking of kings. Lumen Gentium describes Christ’s

Kingship in these few words, “to reign is to serve.” Matthew

Gospel sums it up best, I think, when it says: “The Son of

Man came not to be served but to serve, to give his life as

a ransom for the many” (Mt. 20:28). 

May Christ the king continue to guide us and strengthen

us in our journey to Live, to Grow and to be Witness as

people of his kingdom!

+ Most. Rev. Dr. Soundararaju, SDB
Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme
02 Wed M Holy Mass at Cathedral, Vellore

E Holy Mass in the Cemetery-Old Town
04 Fri Welcoming Don Bosco’s Urn
05 Sat Don Bosco, Katpadi
06 Sun M Holy Mass, Gandhinagar

M Wedding, Don Bosco, Katpadi.
E Holy Mass at Polur
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13-19 Annual Retreat for Diocesan Priests,
Bishop’s House,Vellore

17 Thu Holy Mass, Perambur
21-23 Vailankanni
26 Sat E Wedding, Kolappalur
27 Sun Wedding, KGF
29 Tue Diamond Jubilee Committee Meeting
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VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

1. Annual Retreat-2011

Our Annual Retreat for this year will begin on November

13th Sunday Evening and end on 19th Saturday Morning. I

request all the priests to participate in the Annual Retreat

without fail. Rev. Dr. E. John Kulandai, Secretary, CCBI
Commission, for Vocations, Seminaries, Clergy and
Religious, has kindly accepted to preach the retreat.
Anyone wants to be absent for special reason has to get
permission from the bishop. Please bring your Holy Bible
and Breviary when you come for retreat. Mass Diaries
have to be shown to Bishop.

2.  Jubilee Prayer

I request all the parish priests and heads of the
Institutions to make arrangements to recite the Jubilee
prayer in mass after the Holy Communion from 1st Advent
Sunday.
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3. Christmas Celebration for Religious - 17.12.2011

There will be a Christmas Celebration for all the religious
fathers, brothers and sisters in the Bishop’s House on
Saturday, 17 December, 2011. His Excellency Most Rev.
Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB will preside over the celebration.

You can take this opportunity to wish our Bishop and Curia
Fathers. Your generous contribution will be greatly
appreciated to help the poor during this Christmas.

4. Clergy Monthly Recollection & Christmas Celebration-
19.12.2011

Our Monthly Recollection and Christmas Celebration will
be on Monday, 19 December, 2011.

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy

Vicar General

CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTRE

Mission Sunday Collection - 2011

Religious Institutions

1. St. Mary's Convent, Vellore 5000.00

2. Immaculate Mary Convent, Allikondapattu 500.00

3. LFC Convent, Ranipet 2000.00

4. LFC Primary School, Ranipet 500.00

5. LFC Girls Hr. Sec. School, Ranipet 2000.00

6. Vimala Idaya Convent, Chengam 1000.00

7. Vimala Idaya School, Chengam 500.00

8. St. Antony Convent, Santhavasal 1000.00

12500.00
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Parish

Ranipet 35000.00

The parishes and religious institutions are requested to

send mission sunday contribution as early as possible so

that we will be able to publish it in the Diocesan News

letter. The religious houses and institutions are requested

to send their contributions seperately.

Thanks for your co-operation in this regard.

Fr. S.Malaiyappan

CPC, Director

MANAGER'S OFFICE
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Manager, RCM Schools
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TIRUVANNAMALAI SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY

The following are the parishes for the distribution of

Christmas Clothes for this year by TVMSSS  (25 Dhoties

and 25 Sarees each parish). Dates of Distribution will be

between 12th to 20th December 2011)

1. Allikondapattu, 2. C.Namiyandal, 3. Devikapuram, 4.

Kilnathur, 5. Kolappalur, 6. Mazhuvankarunai, 7.

Nelliyankulam, 8. Parasur, 9. Pathiyavaram, 10.

Udaiyarkuppam, 11. Thirumalai, 12. Vettavalam, 13.

Santhavasal, 14. Perunduraipattu, 15. Alliyandal, 16.

Mekkalur, 17. Zamin Gudalore, 18. Madurampattu, 19.

Thenimalai, 20. Thirumalpadi.

L.Thomas Inba Sekar Rev. Fr. M.John Nicholas
Co-ordinator Director - TVMSSS
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Charity Week in
St. Joseph’s Matric. Hr.Sec.School, Veppoor

St. Joseph’s Matric. Higher Secondary School (SJS),

Veppoor is known for its Educational Excellence in the

District of Vellore. We impart Education with values and

good virtues. Hence we had charity week celebration from

October 10th to 15th, on the topic “Feast of Sharing”. During

this week our children and teachers were motivated to

contribute a good amount of money from their own pocket

for charity purpose.

We invited Rev. Fr. Arulappan, The Procurator,

Rev. Fr. C. Dayalaraj, The Manager of RCM Schools, Rev.

Fr. A.R.Anthonysamy, The Director of VSSS, Rev. Dr. John

Baptist, The Rector of St. Xavier Seminary and Rev.

Sr. Dr. Ugine, The Principal of Auxillium College as our

Chief Guests, to deliver a speech on Sharing. Indeed we

are very much grateful to Rev. Dr. S.Lourduswamy the

Correspondent, who motivated and encouraged the staff

and the students to have the “Feast of Sharing” in a Grand

manner.

Rev. Sr. Jerline Mascrenhas Rev. Dr. S. Lourduswamy
Principal Correspondent
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GOLDEN & SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATION - 2011

A felicitation meeting was conducted on Thursday, 20

October, 2011. Golden Jubilarians Rev. Fr. A.Philominraj,

Rev. Fr. K.P.Kurian and Silver Jubilarians Rev. Fr.

M.Abraham and Rev. Fr. I.Arokiasamy were felicitated for

their fruitful ministry in our Diocese. Our  Bishop

congratulated and honoured the Jubilarians for their

commendable service and encouraging presence in the

Diocese. All the Jubilarians joined in the Solemn

Eucharistic Celebration and thanked the Almighty for His
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grace and guidance. Diocese of Vellore is proud of

Jubilarians and wishes them a healthy life in the coming

years.

Golden Jubilarians

Name : Rev. Fr. A. Philominraj
Date of Birth : 26.09.1932

Place of Birth : Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Minor Seminary : 1952 St. Agnes Seminary,

Cuddalore, N.T

Philosophical Studies : 1954 St. Peter’s, Bangalore

Theological Studies : 1957 – 1961 St. Peter’s,

Bangalore

Ordination : September 1960, St. Peter’s,

Bangalore

Ministries

15.05.1961-14.05.1962 : Assistant Parish Priest,
Viriyur

15.05.1962-11.07.1964 : Assistant Parish Priest,
Nellitope, Puducherry

11.07.1964-16.08.1967 : Assistant Cathedral,
Puducherry

10.11.1967-28.06.1968 : Incharge, Petit Seminare
Boarding, Puducherry

28.06.1968-till April : Ten months Pastoral Course
1969 at Pastoral Institute -

Poonamalli, Chennai
05.05.1969 : Took charge as a

Parish Priest of Kariyandal and
Nammiandal.
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18.11.1969 : Kariyandal, Nammiandal and
four other Parishes of
Puducherry Diocese were given
to Vellore Diocese along with
them then parish priests
On 15.07.1972 Kariyandal and
Nammiandal were divided into
two separate parishes. Fr.
Kuruvilla took charge of
Kariyandal. I was Parish Priest
of Nammiandal till 19.05.1974.

20.05.1974-01.11.1978 : Parish Priest of Nelliyankulam
01.11.1978-08.07.1982 : Parish Priest of Arni
08.07.1982-29.07.1991 : Parish Priest of Eleanganni
30.07.1991-03.08.1993 : Parish Priest of Vandavasi
03.08.1993-26.05.2000 : Parish Priest of Vettavalam
26.05.2000-26.05.2007 : Parish Priest of A.Kattupadi
26.05.2007 : Retired

Works done :

1. Nammiandal Church Renewed

2. Nelliyankulam Church Renewed, opened one new
convent and dispensary

3. Eleanganni one new hill chapel with steps. At the
foot of the hill bought the land and built the new middle
school building. With the full co-operation of the local
people a new church was built.

4. Vettavalam the old hill chapel was renewed. A new
Priest’s House was built. Making use of the old High
School classrooms a new boys’ Home was built with
the help of Mr. Francis Leo, of London.

5. At A.Kattupadi the church was renewed along the
hill path we errected the stations of the cross, built
the steps.  All for the Glory of God.
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Name : Fr. K.P.Kurian
Date of Birth : 17.10.1932

Place of Birth : Kozha Kuravilangad

Minor Seminary : Poonamalee, Nungambakkam

Philosophical Studies : 1954 -1957 Poonamalee

Theological Studies : 1957 – 1961 Poonamalee

Ordination : Poonamalle, Arch Bishop, Louis

Mathais 1960

Ministries

1961 - 1962 : Asst. Parish Priest, Polur
1962 - 1963 : Asst. Parish Priest, Arni
1963 - 1966 : Asst. Parish Priest, Vandavasi
1966 - 1967 : Asst. Parish Priest, Kolapalur
1968 - 1970 : Parish Priest, Tirumalai
1970 - 1982 : Parish Priest, Eleanganny
1982 - 1996 : Parish Priest, Thanipadi
1996 - 2003 : Parish Priest, Udayarkuppam
2003 : 1 Year Leave
2004 - 2007 : Parish Priest, Thirumalai
2007 : Retired Chetpet Shrine

Special Director
Works done :

1. Churches - 15
2. Schools - 6
3. Hospital & Dispensaries - 2
4. Houses - 180
5. Convents - 5
6. Orphanages - 4



20

Silver Jubilarians

Name : Rev. Fr. Abraham. M
Date of Birth : 09.02.1959
Place of Birth : Maluvankarunai
Minor Seminary : St.Thoms Minor Seminary,

Mylappore, Chennai
Philosophical Studies : St. Paul’s Seminary, Trichy

1979 - 82
Theological Studies : St.Paul’s Seminary, Trichy

1982 - 86
Ordination : Malavan Kurani 02.05.1986

Most Rev. Dr.Micheal
Augustine

Ministries

1986 - 1988 : Arakonam
1988 - 1989 : T.V.Malai
1989 - 1991 : Perumanam
1991 - 1993 : Perunthuraipattu
1993 - 1996 : Studies in Bangalore
- Asharam experience (Sunantha) Goloar
- Secretary to SC ST Commission Vellore Diocese
- Secretary Legal Cell Vellore Diocese

Works done :

1. Preaching Retreats to Priests, Decons, Nuns,
Teachers, Youth Groups and Lay peoples.

2. Teaching in St. Paul’s Seminary, Trichy as Visiting
Professor.
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3. Free Legal Service to the Poor Peoples.

4. Legal Education to various groups in the Parish

5. Counciling to the people of Vellore Diocese.

Name: : Rev. Fr. I.Arokiasamy

Date of Birth : 27.06.1958

Place of Birth : Varadarajanpet

Minor Seminary : St.Thoms Minor Seminary,

1976 - 1977 Mylappore, Chennai

Philosophical Studies : Arulanandar College,

Karumathoor.1978 - 81

Theological Studies : St.Paul’s Seminary, Trichy

1982 - 86

Ordination : Varadarajanpet, 14.05.1986

Most.Rev.Dr.Thomas Fernando,

Bishop of Trichy

Ministries

1986 - 1988 : Asst. Parish Priest, Chethupettu

1988 - 1990 : Asst. Parish Priest, Vandavasi

1990 - 1991 : Parish Priest, Kasthambadi

1991 - 1998 : Parish Priest, Viruduvilanginan

1998 - 2004 : Parish Priest,Cheyyar,

(T.V.Puram)

2004 - 2005 : Parish Priest, Elayankanni

2005 : Parish Priest, Thalaiyampallam
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Works done :

1. Compound wall construction at Kasthambadi.

2. School building construction at Viruduvilanginan

3. Over Tank & Toilet construction at Viruduvilanginan.

4. Viruduvilanginan Raganal - Devotional Christian songs

cassette.

5. At Viruduvilanginan - Every month first Monday full

night prayer started.

6. At Viruduvilanginan - Middle was upgraded to High

School.

7. A Chapel at Kadagaman was constructed.

8. A prayer hall at KattuKovil was constructed.

9. Cheyyar Nursery School - Mangalore Tiles roof changed

into RCC roof.

10. ITI construction

11. Chapel at perumbalai, Pursai, Cheyyar triveriran

12. Chapel renovation at Sirungattur & Moranam

13. New Parish house & Church construction at

Thalaiyampallam.

Birthday

Rev. Fr. M. Rayappa 03.11.1940
Rev. Fr. B. Edwin Savariappa 05.11.1980
Rev. Fr. S. Arulappan 06.11.1958
Rev. Fr. Y. Arockiasamy 08.11.1958
Rev. Fr. A. L. Yesuraj 08.11.1964
Rev. Fr. S. Irudayaraj 08.11.1973
Rev. Fr. S. John Bosco 09.11.1949
Rev. Fr. S. Amburose 18.11.1980
Rev. Fr. V. C. Joseph 23.11.1933
Rev. Fr. S. Richerd Peraira 25.11.1978
Rev. Fr. S. Lua Thomas 25.11.1978
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Intentions

Let us pray for the eastern Churches, that their venerable

tradition may be known and appreciated as a spiritual

treasure for the entire Church.

Let us pray that the African continent may find in Christ

the strength to fulfill the path of reconciliation and justice,

indicated in the second Synod of Bishops for Africa.

Calendar

01 Tue All Saints’ Day

02 Wed All Souls’ Day

03 Thu St. Martin de Porres

04 Fri St. Charles Borromeo

06 Sun 32nd Ordinary Sunday

09 Wed The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

10 Thu St. Leo the Great

11 Fri St. Martin of Tours

13 Sun 33rd Ordinary Sunday

15 Tue St. Albert the Great

16 Wed St. Margaret

17 Thu St. Elizabeth of Hungary

18 Fri Dedication of the Basilicas of St. Peter & St. Paul

20 Sun 34th Ordinary Sunday, Christ the King.

21 Mon The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

22 Tue St.Cecillia

23 Wed St. Clement I

25 Fri St. Catharine of Alexandria

27 Sun 1st Sunday of Advent

30 Wed St. Andrew Apostle
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Necrology

Rev. Fr. George Paetta SDB 02.11.1978

Rev. Fr. Jesurathinam 05.11.1995

Rev. Fr. Stephen Bernard SDB 07.11.1997

Rev. Fr. Thomas Selvam SDB 08.11.1973

Rev. Fr. George SDB 09.11.1976

Rev. Fr. Victor SDB 10.11.1960

Rev. Fr. Joseph Murphy SDB 14.11.1971

Rev. Fr. Francis Ardusso SDB 14.11.1994

Rev. Fr. Joseph SJ 17.11.1961

Rev. Fr. S. Velankanni 20.11.1982

Rev. Fr. Amirthanathan 22.11.1996

Rev. Fr. Joseph Koorkamattam 23.11.1953

Rev. Fr. Ignatius Muthu SDB 23.11.1967

Rev. Bro. Thomas SHJ 25.11.1981

RIP

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of

Mrs. Jayamary, beloved mother of Rev. Fr. Davidraj, Parish

Priest, Theresa of Child Jesus Church, Madurampattu,

who died on 21 October, 2011.


